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or the past three summers, 40 promising

high school students from Compton
have boarded a bus in LLos Angeles and
embarked on an inspiring two-week journey to
several UC campuses and important points of
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interest in between.

The Magical School Bus Ride includes eye-opening visits the campus,” says EPC Director Carrol Moran. “Chancellor
to marine sanctuaries, research labs and kayaking hot spots, [ML.R.C.| Greenwood has a clear understanding of the cam-
so the annual stop at the UC Santa Cruz Educational Partner-  pus’ role in outreach. Vice Chancellor [Francisco| Hernandez
ship Center (EPC) is not likely to generate postcards home. has a long history and depth of experience in outreach and

But once inside the modern brown building, the students he along with our entrepreneurial Associate Vice Chancellor
discover that their assignment — to meet and interview EPC ] Michael Thompson have helped EPC build an incredibly
staff members — is a breeze, because unlike other UC cam- dynamic staff who know how to take good ideas and put

puses, UCSC has brought all its educational outreach programs,  them to into action.”
from EAOP to the California Reading and Literature Project, For example, in 1999, under Thompson’s direction, UCSC

under the same roof.
Opver the course of their interviews, many
of the students learn that UC Santa Cruz
is the breeding ground for some of the most
innovative and successful UC outreach pro-
grams, including the one they're in. The
Magical School Bus Ride, UC Gateways,
UC College Prep Iminative, SAAGE, Kids
Around the University and Dual Admis-
sions all got their start at UC Santa Cruz.
“UCSC’s innovations have resulted from

the support of very creative leadership on

16 UC OUTLOOK

took the lead to create the innovative
Web-based UC Gateways project for all
UC campuses. The UC Gateways program
was selected for the 2001 IBM “Best Practice
Partners in Student Services” for its innova-
tions in educational software. UC Gateways
provides current UC-eligibility information,
the ability to maintain extensive academic
profiles on students, and access to school-
to-career information, activities and services
for all California high school students
enrolled in UC outreach programs.






