Positive peer pressure
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Tarmo Hannula/Register-Pajaronion

Watsonville High mentors Joey Barrera (from left) and Dominic Rodriguez help Melissa Gallegos, an eighth-grader at
Solano Summit Academy, Wednesday with her trebuchet for Saturday’s MESA competition at UC Santa Cruz.

Students help students in new mentoring program

By TODD GUILD
OF THE REGISTER-PAJARCGNIAN

In the aging gymnasium of a small
Watsonville church, a group of stu-
dents was busy Wednesday morning
building trebuchets — small wooden
catapults. They were using the con-
traptions to hurl beanbags at a target
50 feet away, and loving every minute
of it.

The students were busy preparing

their projects for the Math, Engineer-
ing and Science Achievement contest
this weekend at UC Sarita Cruz.

The students are from Solano Sum-
mit Academy, a non-traditional day
school for sixth- through eighth-grad-
ers. The school is nestled in the First
Christian Church on Madison Street,
sharing a handful of small classrooms
and a gvmnasium.

One of the things that make the
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school notable is its focus on small
class sizes, and their use of peer men-
tors — seniors from Watsonville High
School who spend part of their day
working with the Soelano students.
Solano Summit Academy Principal
Jack Sherman contacted WHS princi-
pal Murry Schekman last year to dis-
cuss a peer mentor program. After

See MENTORS, page 2
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