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ESA CONNECT

A QUARTERLY PUBLICATION OF THE MATHEMATICS, ENGINEERING, SCIENCE ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

®

MESA helps to send
seven siblings to college

UCCESSFUL ACADEMIC preparation

programs are often described as building

a sense of family among participants
because of the strong support network they provide.

£ Suf )
But in the case of MESA and the seven-sibline
; 8
Lobato family of Wartsonville, the comparison is
) F

quite literal.

CHRISTOPHER M, RIVERS

Alex Lobato, a MESA Watsonville High School junior, holds the
scale model bridge he built from manila file folders that captured
first place in last year’s regional engineering design competition.
He is the youngest of seven Lobato children who all participated
in MESA. All his siblings went on to college and attribute their
academic success to MESA.

The sons and daughters of migrant farmworkers
whose formal schooling ended at the third grade, six
siblings have completed the program and gone on to
college and one is currently enrolled. Their cousins
and other extended family members have been
through the program. Friends, and friends of friends,
have heard about the program, completed it and
gone on to college and successful careers.

“Put it this way: if | had to write all the names of
people in my community whose lives have been pos-
itively impacted by MESA, it would fill an 11-by-17-
inch piece of paper and there would still be many
more to write,” said Rudy Lobato, the fifth sibling.
“If Alfonso (the eldest) hadn’t become involved with
MESA, or had been unsuccessful, none of the rest of
us would have done it, period. MESA has helped
bring our entire community to a better life.”

While the family’s story is hardly unique in MESA,
the Lobatos’ is exceptional in its scope and impact.
The Lobato parents, Watsonville High MESA teach-
ers Grace Patino, Barbara Sorensen and Kathy Ander-
son, and the school’s administration all share credit.

The family’s achievements include:

M Alfonso Jr. (31) is a tenured math professor at

Cabrillo College; he completed his bachelor’s degree

in math from top-ranked Occidental College in Los
continued on page 3
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